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-1Wing Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting

held on Wednesday 29th May 2013 at7.30pm. in Wing Village Hall.

Parish Council





Cllr. R. Tulloch (Chairman)


Present





Cllr. B. Spooner



Present





Cllr. J. Dejardin



Present





Cllr. W. Newsham



Present





Cllr. C. Ashton-Johnson


Present

Parish Clerk


Mrs. J. Hogarth



Present

Members of the Public and Ward Council Edward Baines, Mr. Jamie Leeson from Fields in Trust .and Mr. Bruce Harrison from Wing Grange were welcomed by the Chairman.

N.B(1) These Minutes are Draft only until approved at the next meeting of Wing Parish Council

Agenda Items

1. Apologies
Cllr. Sir Clive Loader

Cllr. Tony Clark

2. Fields in Trust.
Mr. Jamie Leeson from “Fields in Trust” spoke at some length explaining why Wing Parish Council should join this Trust. This trust has been formed to save open spaces such as Wing Village Playing Field. It will protect from building projects etc., but cannot protect from compulsory purchase. The benefits of this scheme are that we could qualify for funding to enable more sport on the playing field.

3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting.
The Clerk apologised and explained that she had been unable to find the minutes of the previous meeting.

4. Matters arising.
As there were no minutes this could not be discussed

5. Accounts 2012/2013 for Audit
No points were raised therefore the accounts were adopted and agreed.

Proposed by  Cllr. J. Dejardin

Seconded by
Cllr. B. Spooner

Vote 
All in favour
6. Chairman’s Report
Firstly a big thanks you to Gabrielle Maughan who stood down from theParish Council when she moved to Empingham. Gabrielle was also in charge of the allotments, and also arranged through “Friends of the Earth” the installation of solar panels on the roof of this building. We often had the pleasure of her knitting through meetings although not all were so taken with this pastime.

A big welcome to Wendy Newsham who has taken her place, I know Wendy will make a large contribution to this PC

Again we have a second member of the Parish Council who has resigned. Zia Curley has moved to Stoke Dry. A large thanks to Zia, it was great to have a youngster on the Council. Today Claire Ashton-Johnson who has been co-opted on to the Council joins us. Her father Robert Bingley served on this Council for 20 or more years. A big welcome Claire.

Although there has only been one topic which has been on every agenda for several years, namely traffic calming, I must firstly mention important matters that we have had to discuss:-Wing Maze. Year after year the Clerk has to correspond with RCC to badger and remind them of their responsibility to this ancient monument. The Parish Council have and are still considering the possibility of the maze becoming our responsibility so that we could arrange for a more regular and better quality of care and maintenance. Before we would take over this position we want RCC to correct their faults. They have, through their contractors filled the gravel between the grass to the top making it impossible to trim the turfs correctly.

The old concrete cricket pitch has been removed and donated soil has now been levelled to enable the site to be reseeded. Many thanks to the many villagers and Wing Grange. We had a large team with rakes, barrows and shovels in hand. Now for the grass seed which I hear from Mick Eldridge is soon to arrive.

The lovely old beech tree next to the maze is unsafe and the Parish Council has agreed it will have to be felled. This is going to cost £1500 or more if we have the timber logged so that we can share it with villagers. It has been suggested that we could sell or auction the logs to help cover the cost.

Back to traffic calming. It was January 2007 when the first speed survey was carried out in Wing. After that we had a meeting with Dave Brown, Head of Highways at RCC who advised us on possible measures to slow down traffic. It was bumps that were going to slow traffic to any noticeable extent. Then as advised by RCC we held a village referendum to judge resident’s opinions. The bumps (sleeping policeman) did win convincingly and when Wing PC told RCC that we had the results in favour of them. they started back tracking and finally the “Cabinet” in the Council turned down our request as it was not their policy to have them on a through road such as ours.

The Parish Council have been very frustrated and annoyed by the lack of clear responses to our letters or emails. Their refusal to our request for bumps and finally their policy on traffic calming which suddenly arrived 3 months ago, so much so that we decided to complain to the ombudsman of their non democratic approach and refusal to traffic calming bumps. 

We learnt that only private individuals can complain to the ombudsman- not a parish council. It was suggested that we invite a member of Wing Village to complain to them and with this in mind we asked Angus Strong to examine all the paperwork to see if there was a case to take to them .Angus with the help of his wife, Maggie, spent several days examining the file. Angus’s conclusion was that we did not have a conclusive case.

An extraordinary general meeting called solely to discuss traffic calming, the council voted 5 to 1 that we should send detailed accounts of our grievances to Councillor Roger Begy, Leader of Rutland County Council and also copies to local newspapers, Cllr. Edward Baines, Alan Duncan and Helen Briggs. They have  been sent.

Finally thank you to Edward our Ward Councillor for attending so many of our meetings and fighting on our behalf at Catmose as necessary. A big, big thanks on all of our behalf to Jeanette for the endless - never too much bother - work, time, knowledge she spends year in year out for this PC and the Village

7. Mr.Harrison from Wing Grange
Mr .Harrison is Manager of Wing Grange and took the opportunity of explaining the roll of Wing Grange and his hopes for the future. The Grange holds 9 people at the moment but can accommodate 19. There is 22 acres of land which he would like to see utilised, by vegetable growing or flowers. He would also like to see the people in his care helping in the village with odd jobs etc.

The Chairman thanked Mr. Harrison for his time.
8. Matters raised by the General Public

1. Why wasn’t the village website kept up to date?
He would like to see the Village Hall minutes, the Parish Council Minutes and things of interest to village put on the website.

It was agreed that this matter would be looked into.
2. It was pointed out that the lime trees belonging to Wing Old Hall were in need of a trim.
3. Traffic calming - It was stated that a letter had been written to Roger Begy, Leader of Rutland County Council and the Parish Council was waiting for a reply.
One member of the public said that the published percentages were wrong. It should be 61% not 66% of voters who could vote voted. There are 293 people on the electoral roll.35% voted for speed humps .It was also pointed out that bumps have to be 10metres away from buildings and in Top Street this may not comply. Chicanes were also suggested.
4. A litter bin was requested at the last annual meeting - the Clerk explained that she had written to Rutland County Council and they had refused to supply and empty another bin. It was suggested that we bought our own bin, but Rutland County Council still refused to empty it
5. The footpath along both sides of Top Street are in a bad state of repair.
6. The new lighting came in for some criticism - saying that it was not bright enough. The Clerk will write to Gill Corner to ask if they are functioning properly.
10 Date of next meeting

 28th May 2014
Jeanette Hogarth

Clerk to Wing Parish Council
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